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PREFACE. 


Thought it might be of Uſe, to confider the 
Reſemblance between the Deſigns and Al. 
temprs of France and Rome in the laſt War, 
when Queen ANNE wes upon the Throne, and 
theſe which we have experienced from them in the 
Courſe of this; and that the Sentiments of an 
Illuſtrious Perſon * in that Reign on an Octa- 
ſion very like the preſent, whoſe Penetration, 
Judgment, Knowledge of Affairs, and Sweets 
neſs of Temper, were remarkable, would add 
great Weight to Obſervations of the ſame Kind, 
which may be now mude by Others. ba 

THE Attempts of our Enemies at that Tiths 
met with ſo ſudden a Defeat, that they gave 
very little Interruption to the Progreſs of” out 
Arms abroad: which were ſoon after bleſſed with 
a fignal Victory — A Victory, wherein His 
PRESENT MAJESTY, then DUKE of CAM- 
BRIDGE, gained immortal Honour. — What 
Senſe the Nation had of their Obligations to Him 
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in that Great Day, may be ſeen in the Sequel of 
the Diſcourſe referred to *. 

AND may T not, upon this Occaſion, con- 
gratulate all true Lovers of their Country, on 
the innate Bravery of the PROTESTANT Branch 
of our ancient Royal Family, which has been 
always diftinguiſhed by PRINCEs renowned in 
War ?— And that the riſing Generation will not 
come ſhort of the glorious Deeds of their An- 
ceſtors, we have an Earneſt in the HERo, 
whoſe Praiſe is on every Tongue — Who ſeems 
to have all the Heat of Courage of his Great 
Uncle PRINCE RUPERT (who ftands in Hi- 


ftory,as one of the braveſt Princes in Europe +, 


and was the Terror of the Rebels in the Reign 
of King CHARLEs I.) tempered with a cooler 
Conduct. 


* Biſhop Fleetiucod's Sermon before the QUEEN at 
St. Paul's, Auguft 19, 1708, in 8vo. p. 225, 226, 227. 
+ Rapin, Tom. 8. p. 370, 371, &c. in 4to. 


A 
Thanksgiving Sermon, 
Preached Oc. 9. 1746. 
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PSALM 124. 7. the latter part. 


De Snare is broken, and we are 
eſcaped, « 


In the Old Tranſlation, the latter part of the 
ſixth Verſe. 


— The Snare is broken, and we are 


delivered. 


HIS P/alm was compoſed by King Davip 

to be ſung in praiſe and thanksgiving to 
Almighty Gop, on Account of ſome great and 
remarkable Deliverance from the Hand of his 
Enemies ; and as ſome Interpreters ſuppoſe (not 
without Reaſon) the Suppreſſion of the Rebellion, 
which had been raiſed againſt Him, in Favour 
of Abjalm : Which in the Suddenneſs of its 
Riſe, the Swifineſs of its Progreſs and Encreafe, 
A | might 
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might very properly be compared to an Inun- 

dation of Maters, that, having broken their 

Banks, had over-run the adjoining Country, 

and born down all before them ; the Waters had 

overwhelmed us, the Stram had gone over our 

Soul : The deep Waters of the proud had gone 

even over our Soul. V. 4.—Its Fury to that of a 

wild Beaſt in eager purſuit of his PREY; —They 

had fwallowed us up quick when they were ſo 
wrathfully diſpleaſed at us. But praiſed be the 

Lord, who hath not given us over for a prey un- 

fo their teeth. V. 2, 5. And laſtly in its cloſe 

Contrivance, and the Secrecy wherewith Mat- 

ters were carried, —Ready for Execution before 
there was the leaſt Sy/þicion of it; not unfitly | 
repreſented by the Snare of the Fowler : Our 
Soul is eſcaped, even as a Bird out of the Snare 
of rhe Fowler; The Snare is broken, and we 
are delivered. 

In all which Reſpecis, as well as in the happy 
Concluſion and Defeat of it, it reſembles, and, 
it may be thought, is much /urpaſſed by, that 
more dangerous Rebellion, which was lately 
raiſed in this Kingdom, by the united Arts and 
Contrivances of France and Rome, the old and 

inveterate 
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inveterate Enemies of our Laos and Religion: 
Formed, to de poſe and murther the King, and ad- 
vance to the Throne a Popiſh Pretender bred up, 
and inſtructed in Romiſk Superſtition and Arbi- 
trary Principles, —as the Deſign is very juſtly 
ſet forth in the Proclamation lately read to you. 
A Deſign not to be carried fully into Execu- 
tion without wading through a Sea of Bld; 
trampling on all the Laws that have been en- 
acted in the Realm for a long Courſe of Years; 
treading out the Lives of Milliaus; and making 
us indeed —no more a People. But praiſed be the 
Lord, who hath not given us over for a Prey 
unto their Teeth. 

THE wild Beaſt, which was even ready to 
devour us, is tamed, for a Time at leaſt, by 
the Prudence, Labours, and adventrous Courage 
of that HERo1ck YouTH, who ſeems to have 
been given to his Country, by the kind Hand 
of PROVIDENCE, for its Conſolation and Deli- 
verance in the Day of its Diftreſs.—The deep 
Waters of the proud, that had over-run great 
Part of this Land, and were advancing further 
with great Haſte and Fury, are again confined 
within their proper Channels by Him, who 

A 2 fiilleth 
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Ailletb the Raging of the Sea, and the Noiſe of 


his Waves, and the Madneſs of the People *. 
THREE times has the ſubtle and perfidious 


Adverſary attempted this Deſtruction, but never 
before was ſuffered to proceed fo far. It plea- 
{ed Go, for our Iniquities, to hold over us the 
Inſtrument of Vengeance, —but for our Correc- 
tion, not our Ruin, —merciful in the midſt of 


Judgements. 


ONCE this Attempt was made, during the 
Courſe of the /aft War we were engaged in 
with the ſame bad Enemies, in the Reign of 
Queen ANNE +, ſoon after the Union of the 
two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, to be 
known for the future by ml Name of _ 
Britain, 

TH1s, as that Union had di lcd many of 

the Scotiſh Nation (though much the better Part 
of them ſaw their Advantage in it) was thought 
by the Enemy a proper Time for them to work in. 

ACCORDINGLY they fitted out a Fleet, 
whereon embarked this ſo often abjured Pre- 
tender, with Deſign to make a Deſcent on that 


* Pal. 65. 7. + In the Year 1708. 
Part 
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Part of the united Kingdom; with ſpecious Pro- 
miſes to every Party of the Diſcontented— dif 
ſonant from, as they needs muſt be, and con- 
trary to, each other—accordingto their different 
Profeſſions of Religion, Diſþofitions, Views and 
Defigns ;—and, what was thought would be 
agreeable to ALL, to diſſolve the neu, and ſcarce 
ſettled UN1on. 
Bor it pleaſed the all-wiſe Governor of the 
World ſo to diſpoſe Events, that this Fleet was 
met by one of our Admirals; beaten, and diſ- 
perſed: And this Pretender with Difficulty, ſa- 
ved himſelf by Flight. 

So that the Deſign was hen ruined, almoſt 
before it was put in Execution; and all Rifongs: 
and Tumults within the Country at once pre- 
vented, 

| AND whoever they were (as ſome ſuch there 
were) that had engaged, or purpoſed, to give a 
| helping Hand, at that Time, to the Ruin of 
their Country, kept themſelves cloſe: And to 
qualify the inward Grief the Diſappointment 
gave them, had yet this ſecret Foy—that they 
could paſs undi ſcovered. 


BuT 
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Bor though the Deſign was ſo ſoon and eaſily 
defeated—nay, perhaps, for that very Reaſon, j 
becauſe it was ſo eaſily defeated ; the Diſappoint- 

ment of it was thought to call for a publick and 
ſolemn Thanksgiving to Almighty God, like un- 
to the preſent, And Praiſes were offered up to 
the Throne of Heaven with Heart and Voice 
in all Places of the Kingdom: And the Queen, 
with her whole Court, went in pompous Pro- 
ceſſion to the Houſe of Gop on that joyful Oc- 
caſion. : 

AND if the Miſcarriage of the Attempts of 
our Enemies at that Time filled the Hearts of 
the People with ſo much Joy and Tranſport, 
and Gratitude to Gop, and thoſe who were in 
His Hands the happy Inſtruments of the De- 
liverance ;— How then ſhould we be affected 
upon this Occaſion, whoſe Deliverance from the 
fame ambitious Enemies 1s greater ? Recall to 
Mind—how great a Part of the Kingdom actu- 
ally felt, for ſome Time (happy they were ſo 

| ſoon removed) the Miſeries, which then were 
| only ſeen at a Diſtance:— How many more of 
| us ſaw them approaching, and almoſt at our 


| Doors; And thoſe who were at the greateſt 
þ Diſtance 
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Diſtance from them ſeemed to have no other 
Conſolation, but that, perhaps, they might be 
laft in the Deſtruction, 

I nops the Nation has now, the fame Senſe 
of the over-ruling Hand of Providence ; the 
ſame thankful Diſpoſition of Heart for the un- 
deſerved Mercies which have been poured down 
upon us; and the ſame Gratitude towards thoſe 
who wrought their Safety, —in a Manner far 
excccding their moſt ſanguine Hopes and Ex- 
pectations. 

THERE are ſome Obſervations made, at that 
Time, by an excellent Prelate * of our Church, 
now with God, one of the greateſt Orators, as 
well as beſt Men, of the Age; in a Sermon be- 
fore the QUEEN on that Occaſion, fo very ap- 
plicable to the preſent ; that, as they ought to be 
now repeated, —and what Hue faid, cannot be 
ſpoken in any Manner or Words, but what 
will fall greatly ſhort of is; I ſhall give you 
his own ; and as I give them you in his, I may 
be allowed to call for your Attention. — Attend 
therefore, —hat He then obſerved, was ther, 


* Biſhop Fleetwoed. 
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and is no, of great Importance to be confidered, 


and remembered *. 


HE ſpeaks of it as a thing amazing, that the 
French King ſhould © think, a Kingdom of fo 
« great a Compaſs, wealthy beyond all Imagi- 
e nation, flouriſhing in Trade, powerful in 
* Fleets and Armies, moſt tender of its Liber- 
* ties, tenacious of its Laws and Cuſtoms, and 
« Religion, and (for their Sakes, as well as for 
* her own) almoſt an idolizer of its QUz EN,— 
* ſhould tamely, on the ſudden, ſurrender all 
« theſe Bleſſings and Advantages, in Exchange 
* for a deteſted Superſtition, Poverty, and Chains, 
t under the Rule of One whom they neither 
te ove, nor fear, nor know, ——— _ 

— + © THAT a Multitude of Men (for 
ee without Multitude the Attempt would be but 
« Madneſs) born in a Country of great Liberty, 
&« profefling the Reformed Religion, and bound 
© to their Sovereign by many ſacred and tre- 


* mendous Oaths, ſhould now againſt Humanity 


* and Honour, againſt all Senſe of Conſcience, 


Sermon before the QUE EN at St. Paul's, Augu/t 19, 
1708, p. 219. in 8vo. 


+ Page 220. 
cc Duty, 
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* Duty, and Religion, join with our impla- 
cable and moſt inveterate Enemy, to bring 
< them all to Deſolation and Deſtruction, and 
* fill the Land with Miſery and Plood,— 

% WE have indeed (continues he) a Party 
* of good Catholicks within us, from whom we 
< neither donor ought to expect leſs than a ſecret 
© Inchnation to our Enemies at al Times, and 
ce open Combination with them when it is ſeaſon- 
* able and /afe, But theſe profeſs their Enmity ; 
de and we, in our abundant Lenity, forgive and 
« ſuffer them; becauſe they hate us upon Prin- 
* ciples, and muſt deſtroy us when they can; 
* and we are well aware of it: But that our 
e Liberties, Eſtates, Religion, and our Lives 
© ſhould be offered up by ſuch as profeſs them- 
te ſelves Reformed, and live among us as our 
Friends, is a Thing that is, in Theory, almoſt 
* incredible. 

BuT /o, it ſeems, it was. — There were 
many then, as well as now, from within our- 
ſelves, that invited, encouraged, © abetted theſe 
* Enemies of Gop, their Queen, and Govern- 


* Page 221. 


=>. ce ment 


22 * Ts 1 — - _ 
— * > - —_ — 
2 2 — —_> | _— — © — — — — — _ 
ho p *+ ” = — 
. 25 _= — _ 
— - N2—ä— — — — ————ꝗ A —— — i — —— —́—üͤ— 2 2 2 — — 


to A Thanksgiving Sermon, 


e ment, their Laus and their Religion *.” And 
then (as well as now) by which we may judge 
how deep the Deſign was laid, publick Prayers 
were ordered by our Enemies, and © + their 


Holy Sacrament expoſed in all their Churches, 


eto implore a Bleſſing on this Undertaking ; 
* and their High-Prieft himſelf thought fit to 
< offer up his Interceſſions with Solemnity, to 
< intereſt all the Saints and Angels in the En- 
&« largement of his Empire, and returning us 
« again to a Spiritual Bondage, by Virtue of a 
« Temporal Conqueſt : of which, it ſeems, they 
« then doubted but a little.” 

SOLOMON has obſerved, that ?here is nothing 
New under the Sun f. — The ſame Schemes, 
the ſame Projects, that the Enemy formed 
againſt us in 2% War, and carried ſo far into 
Execution, were formed by them in the 44%, 
(when Queen Anne was upon the Throne, ) and 
might have proceeded as far then as they have 
done ſince, if they had eſcaped our Fleet; the 
Circumſtances being pretty much the ſame, and 
almoſt all our Forces then, as well as when their 


Page 221, + Ibid. t Eccl. 1. 9, 10. 
late 
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late Attempt was made, employed Abroad. 
Nay the Beginnings were-then much more for- 
midable.— For what was this Attempt at fut? 
Under what Shape did it appear ? — Nothing 
more than a few Gentlemen got together to 
ſport in one of the Iſles of Scotland. 

Bu r Bleſſed be Gop the Snare is broken, and 
we are delivered. This was one of the Snares 
prepared for us, —By this Repreſentation of the 
Beginnings, we were to be rendered careleſs and 
ſecure, and negligent of the End. 

AND when it could be no longer concealed, 
that the diſturber of our Peace was actually ar- 
rived, and followed by a Number of Men in 
Arms, — then it was artfully inſinuated, that the 
Perſons about him were a rude, undiſciplined 
Rabble; their Numbers inconſiderable; that they 
would drop away of themſelves; and it were a 
Folly to give ourſelves any Concern about them; 
that it was to be looked upon as a ſlight Artiſice 
of the Enemy, to try whether we were weak 
enough to call back our Armies that were em- 
ployed againſt them Abroad, to ſend them 
where there was no Danger nor Occafion for 


them, 
þ © i To 
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To the Succeſs of which Inſinuations contri- 
buted not a little, certain Diſcourſes which had 
paſſed current among us for ſome Years paſt ; 
and by being often repeated, and with great 
Confidence and Contempt of all Gainſayers, had 
gotten Credit, and a ſort of Authority not to be 
contradicted —'T hat all Fears and Apprebenſiuns 
of the PRETENDER, or His Intereſt, or any 
Attempts to be made in is Favour, were vain 
and RIDICULOUS. 

WHETHER our Enemies depended moſt up- 
on their own Dexterity in laying Snares, or the 
Eaſe, wherewith they imagined we might be 
taken in them, I know not. 

IT was indeed a thing exceeding difficult to 
judge, what were the REAL Intentions of the 
Enemy; — whether they would employ their 
greateſt Force to annoy us here, or improve 
their Conqueſts nearer Home. — That they pur- 
poſed to make uſe of the Pretender as an Inſtru- 
ment to carry into Execution their own Projects 
for enflaving their Neighbours, could be no 
longer doubted. — But how far,—to what De- 
gree, —in what Proportion, —was only in their 
own Breaſts; and perhaps not fully determined 

even 
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even there; — but to proceed, as Circumſtances 
and Succeſs ſhould point out to them what would 
be moſt prudent toward the GR AND DESIGN, 
Waicn, I ſuppoſe, every one is now con- 
vinced was this — To ſeize upon the Liberties 
of all People, Nations, and Languages around 
them, as they might find, or could form, Occa- 
ions and to compaſs what they have often 
endeavoured, (and as often, bleſſed be God, been 
diſappointed in the Attempt,) Univerſal Ma- 
narchy, and Abſolute Dominion in EUROPE, 
THEIR Snares for this Purpoſe ſeem to have 
had too good Succeſs upon ſome of their Neigh- 
bours, who were formerly as cautious of them, 
as any People whatever, — Whom they have, 
by ſome Means or other, diſpoſed to be, of late, 
unuſually careleſs, and unactive; and, for a 
long Time, little more than Spectators of the 
dangerous Scene, wherein their Fate, as a free 
People, ſeemed ready to be determined. 
OBSERVE again, if you pleaſe, their Miles 
and crafty Practices on another Side, where 
they contrived to ſow the Seeds of Diſſention, 
from which they thought they might expect a 
glorious Harveſt to ihemſekves ; They ſet the 
| Princes 
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Princes of the Empire at Variance ; and when 
they were thus reduced to the Condition of 4 
Kingdom divided againſt itſelf , and conſe- 
quently in no fit State of Defence, - without any 
Sort of Right, nay againſt all Juſtice, and di- 
rectly contrary to their own moſt ſolemn Pro- 
miſes and Engagements, poured in their Armies 
into the Country ; and by the Terror of their 
Arms procured a Perſon to be appointed to the 
ſupreme Command and Dignity there, who was 
at their Devotion; and likely to be, in all Things, 
under their Management and Direction. 
Tn e Miſeries of that Country, for ſome Time 
after, till it pleaſed the good Providence of Gop, 
by an Event, quite uneapected, to remove them, 
Dare better known, any other Way, than by 
EXPERIENCE, 

Txr1s was the Snare, which the ambitious 
Ex EMV laid for the Liberties of Germany. 
And finding themſelves diſappointed there at 
laſt, chiefly by the w/e Councils, Vigilance, and 
vigorous Inſtances, of the HERo1ck PRINCE 


upon the Throne of theſe Realms; by whom 


Matth. 11. 25. 


they 
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they had before been checked; and ſtopped in 
their Progreſs ; and driven back into their own 
Country with Baffle and Diſgrace —They de- 
| termined to open the ſame Scene here, partly 
from a Motive of Revenge ; but principally, 
becauſe they knew full well, that, while we in 
Britain are UNITED among ourſelves, their 
Schemes for enſlaving their Neighbours cannot 
eaſily take Effect. 

Bur how were they to DISUNITE, and con- 
ſequently ruin us? By perſuading ſome among 
us to withdraw their Allegiance from their right- 
ful and lawful King; under whoſe Reign of 
many Years Continuance (and many more we 
hope to come) all the Bleſſings of good Govern- 
ment, and the moſt perfect Liberty, have taken 
root and flouriſhed — Who was placed upon the 
Throne with fo remarkable and almoſt unuſual 
Toy of the whole People, that the Medals ſtruck 
and diſperſed upon that Occaſion refer to it & 
And this, in Conſequence of the Efabliſhment 
made in Parliament Seven and fifty Years ago, 
with the Full Concurrence of the Nobility, Clergy, 


Motto: Volentes per Popules, 
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and Commons of the Realm, the only Authority 
in ſuch high Matters; and with the Acclama- 
tions of all Orders and Degrees among us; and 
confirmed over and over again by the ſame Au- 
thority :—And inſtead of HIM, and a the Hap- 
Pineſs ſecured to us in the Eſtabliſhment of 
His Illuftrious Line,—to receive— whom ? or 
what ?—A King from our Enemies] from the 
greateſt and moſt inveterate of our ENEMIEs ! 
—The Gifts of Enemies, it is an old Maxim, 
are fatal, We are very ſure they meant us no 
Good by ſuch an Offer ; and therefore they will 
not wonder, that fo e of us could be prevail- 


ed upon to /z/ten to it. 


AND indeed to make us ſuch an Offer, what 
was it elſe but to endeavour to perſuade us to 
undo, at once, all that has been thought nece/- 
ſary for the Security of our Religion and Liber- 
ties, from the Beginning of the Reformation un- 
til now. 

What was it elſe but to perſuade us, that 
a Perſon born and educated at RoME, under 
the Eye, and at the Feet of the Popes of Rome 
Rome! the Nurſe of the moſt violent and 


bigotted Papiſts, — would be a tender nurfing 
| Father 
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Father * to the Church of England. — That a 
Governour from France, and under the Direction 
of France, would beſt extend and ſecure the 
Trade and Commerce of theſe Nations. — 
FRANCE! to whom our extenſive Commerce 
has always been Matter of Envy; and who have 
always, by all Means in their Power, endeavor- 
ed to leſſen and deſtroy it. 

Bur monſtrous as theſe Things are, they 
could contrive, it ſeems, to diſpoſe /ome among 
us to believe, or, at leaſt, to behave as if they 
believed them: And by applying craftily to 
their Paſſions, or Reſentments, or Neceſfittes 4, 
or miſtaken Jitereſts; work them up to a Re- 
ſolution of joining with the avowed Enemies of 
their Country and Religion, to make the Land 
a Scene of Blood, and Horror, and Deſolation, 
in order to eſtabliſh, what, if it were eſtabliſh- 
ed, (which Gop, in his Mercy, avert) muſt end. 
in the Ruin and helpleſs Miſery of ourſelves, and 
our Children after us; and this at a Time, when 


it was in a Manner naked, and open, and almoſt 
de- 


* Tſaiah 49. 23. 
+ See the Authentick Account of the Matives which 
prevailed upon Lord Kilmarnock ; by Mr. Faber 
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defenceleſs, by the Abſence of our Forces em- 
ployed Abroad againſt the common Enemy. 

WurarT followed you all know. 

Bu T whatever might be the Defe&s, in our 
firſt Endeavours to oppoſe the Torrent, they 
were {oon abundantly ſupplied by the wiſe Con- 
duft, well-governed Ardor, and gallant Bra- 
very of that PRINCELY COMMANDER, who 
is deſervedly the Joy and Glory of our KING and 
Coux TRY: whom the whole Soldiery delight 
to follow through all Fatzgues and Dangers. 

Ir Gop, for the manifold Iniquities of this 
Nation, had ſuffered that precious Liſe to be 
ſpilt, which was ſo much expoſed, the Conſe- 
quence might have been fatal to Us and our 
Poſterity for ever: But He was graciouſly plea- 
ſed to cover his Head in the Day of Battle. 

What Reward ſhall we give unto the Lord 

for all the Benefits which he hath done unto us 2— 

We will offer unto Thee the Sacrifice of Thanks- 
giving, and will call upon the Name of the Lord. 
We will pay our Vows unto the Lord, now in the 
Preſence of all his People, in the Courts of the 
Lord's Houſe * - ro pay, and for Ever, 


® Pal, 216. 12.---19, 
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Tux Duties, wherein we have been neg- 
ligent, let us reſolve to abound in more and 
more — | 

WHATEVER Exceſſes, we have been guilty 
of, reform. 

A STATUTE of the Realm has been lately 
read to You againſt Vices, become frequent and 
notorious among us ; which are juſtly therein 
ſtyled horrid, impious, and execrable ; highly diſ- 
pleaſing to Almighty Gop, and hathſome and of- 
fenſive to every Chriſtian; enacted during the 
late Troubles, and, as is ſet forth in the Pre- 
amble, in order to avert the Divine VENGE- 
ANCE, But if it ſhould be ſuffered to become 
OBSOLETE, as ſoon as made; I beg it may be 
conſidered how it can anſwer the great End 
PROPOSED,—l1 think it has been often obſerv- 
ed,—it ought however to be obſerved, —that 
Laws made to prohibit any Evils, if they be 
not put in Execution, ſerve rather to confirm 
than weaken thoſe Evils.—Our LawGIveRs 
have done their Part, —the Execution of the 
Law is in ourſelves, 

REMEMBER— lt has pleaſed Gop to exer- 
ciſe us gently with his Judgments, and to ſhower 

ci down 
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down upon us his Mercies in great ABUN- 
DANCE.—Ref/eft a little what muſt at laſt be 
the Fate of that People (it is a Character J hope 
WE ſhall not deſerve) whom neither Ju pd- 
MENTS nor MERCIEs can reclaim. 

Wr muſt not conclude 700 haſtily, from the 
great Deliverance now vouchſafed to us, that 
Danger never ſhall approach us more — Our 
Enemies remain as ſtrong in W1LL as ever 
(though their Power is, at preſent, ſhortened) 
to work our Ruin, — We know not but even 
19, in this Day of Joy and Triumph that over- 
ſpreads the Land, they may commune * among 
themſeFves how they may lay the ſame Snares 
again that are now broken, and have been laid, 
you ſee, more than once, before. —But ſurely in 
vain the Net is fpread in the SIGHT of any 
Bird + —As we now know our Enemies, and 
know their Arts; or at leaſt may know them, if 
we pleaſe, after the Experience we have had of 
them ; I hope we ſhall be all upon our Guard, 
and not ſuffer ourſelves to be taken in any of 
the Snares they may lay for us hereafter. 


# Pal. 64. 5. + Prov. I. 17. 
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IT is an old Obſervation, and there is a great 
deal of Truth in it, —that a Man muſt be fick 
to reliſh HE ALTH.—Blefſed be Gop, we did 
not feel the many Miſeries and Calamities, which 
were lately ſpread over the Northern Parts of 
the Kingdom — We ſhould then have been 
more ſenſible of our Happineſs in this great De- 
liverance.— And as the Sufferings of our Fa- 
thers under the Rule of thoſe, who now thirſt 
for Dominion over us, ſeem to make a much 
lighter Impreſſion upon us than formerly — Some 
of us may be apt to ſay within themſelves, 
What is it to us, how Affairs go in the Publick, 
2ho reigns over us, or who governs us? 

Ir there be any ſuch, that hear me this 
Day, — give me leave to aſk— 

Is it nothing to you, whether ye be Slaves or 
FREEMEN,—Wwhether you be governed with 
Gentleneſs and according to Law ; or with a 
Rod of Iron, and ſubject to the cruel Will and 
Pleaſure of thoſe who hate you ? Is it nothing 
to you, whether you ſpend your Lives in Peace, 
and the quiet Enjoyment of what you may gain 
by your honeſt Induſtry; or your Property be 

torn from you by Violence; and yourſelves 
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dragged to noiſome Priſons, for no Faults by 
you committed, but, perhaps, for having done 
your Duty, according to the Command of Gop 
and his CHRIST ? Is it nothing to have the Li- 
berty of ſerving Gop according to your own 
Conſcience and Judgment, to ſee with your own 
Eyes, what HE requires of you in order to your 
Happineſs ? Is it nothing to have the Power of 
protecting your Families from lawleſs Violence 
and Diſorder ? Is it nothing to be ſecure of Chri- 


ftian Burial ; and that your Bodies ſhall not, as 
the Bodies of thoſe who have worſhipped Gop 


in Spirit and in Truth *, in the Manner E has 
directed. but after the Way, which they call 
HEREsy +, — be expoſed to the baſeſt Indig- 
nities? 8 

- AND what ſhall I ſay more? — Our Fore-. 
fathers knew very well what they did: they faw 
clearly their Danger: they did much, and juf- 
fered much, for our Security and Happineſs. 
Let us, every one of us, in our ſeveral Stations, 
be wATCHFUL to preſerve to ourſelves, and 
tranſmit to our Children, the Bleſings we re- 
ceived from our Fathers. 


* John 4. 23. + Acts 24. 14. 
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BuT it may be, ue think ourſelves better 
Judges of the Dangers of Popery, who have 
had no Experience of it, and have never lived 
under the Power of Papiſts, than our Fathers 
were, who /aw, and felt the ſad Effects of it; 
and laboured hard to pull the Yoke from off 
their Necks, which they were not able to bear : 
— And could not effect it, but with great Dif- 
ficulty, after many repeated: Struggles, and grie- 
vous Sufferings.—I know not how it is—. DI 
tance of Time ſeems, with us, as well as Diſ- 
tance of Place, to make Objects appear h than 
they really are. There is but one Way to 
_ remedy this Evil—(an Evil it is undoubtedly, in 
Matters of Conſequence)—by Reflection to bring 

them NEARER to us. 

LET us therefore give earneſt Heed to the 
Things which ae have heard, left at any Time 
we ſhould let them flip ;— conſider the Days of 
old, and the Years that are paſt ; —be watchful 
over the Bleſſings that have been delivered down 
to us, and have made this Land a Praz/e in the 
Earth: But with an Eye always to the Mode- 

ration of Chriſtians, and the Generofity of Bri- 
tons. — Characters, which, I hope, may be 
| preſerved, 
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preſerved, although we conſult our own Safety; 
according to the Advice of our bleſſed Saviour 
to his Diſciples, being wiſe as Serpents, and 
harmleſs as Doves *, 

THERE are Two Ways of Judging concern- 
ing Popery. — ONE is, from the Behaviour of 
Papifts, now they are in our Power — What 
they would attempt, if we were abſolutely in 
theirs — But that perhaps is not a ſafe Way of 
judging It may lead us to truſt too far. The 
OTHER is—from Experience, —which is cer- 
tainly the e, and moſt to be depended upon. 
— By what the Dz/c:ples of the See of Rome 
did attempt, always, when they had full Power, 
we are to judge, what we might expect, if we 
ſhould be ⁊weaꝶ enough to put Power 1 into their 
Hands again, 

I wisx I could not fo juſtly fay ; that it ap- 
pears moſt plainly, from the H:/tories of our 
own, and other Nations, that they always, with- 
out one Inſtance, I believe, of the Reverſe, 
perſecuted and diſtreſſed Proteſtants, whenever 
they had full Power and Opportunities in their 


® See Matth. 10. 16. 
Hands ; 
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Hands; and as far as thoſe Opportunities would 
admit — Sometimes by Burnings and Maſſacres, 
Slaughter, and Aſaſſinations; ſometimes by 
milder Methods, and forcing them from their 
Habitations and Poſſeſſions —Inſtances whereof 
have happened in the Memory of many of you 

here preſent : — Witneſs the great Number of 
French Proteſtants driven out of their own 
Country, to take Refuge in this Land,—whoſe 
Poſterity remain with us: — Witneſs the poor 
Palatines who likewiſe fled h1ther for Succour, 
from the Barbarity of their Popiſh Governors: 
— Witneſs the Sa/fzburghers, who were lately 
obliged to do the ſame. 

AND what, think ye, muſt have been the 
Fate of all theſe diſtreſſed and perfecuted Chriſ= 
tians, if there had been no Princes, or States, 
but Popiſb, in Europe? — Whither ſhould they 
then have fled for Refuge? — Our SaviouR's 
Direction to his Diſciples is,—When ye are per- 

ſecuted in one City flee unto another * ——Þy 
where would have been the * to receive 
them? 


Matth. 10, 23. 
9 As 
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As long as it ſhall pleaſe Ahnighty Gon to 
continue us a Succeſſion of Proteflant Princes, 
_ deſcended from our ancient Kings, it will not 

be in the Power of Popriſh Governours to do ſo 


much Miſebięf to their Proteſtant Subjects in 
other Parts of the World. Oux KING has 


often interpoſed in their Behalf; and is indeed 


not only the Defender of our Faith and our Pro- 
tector here = but His IÞfaence extends into 
many other Countries where Paprſts govern : 
Who ſtanding in need of His Aſiſtance in their 
own Affairs, are cautions how they reject Hrs 
Viſtances in Favour of Proreſtants who live un- 
der their Dominion; who are therefore treated 
in a much milder Manner than they might be, 
if their Governours had fied! Scope againſt them. 
As for the Subjects of the See of Rome, who 
dwell among us, and have no Domimon hete— 
while they continue without Poter to hurt us, 
may behave as good and quiet Neighbours. — 


And many of them have done fo: And as long 


as they do fo, ſhould be treated by us with 
Chriſtian Moderation *, 


* See Mattb 10, 16, T 
HE 
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Tux excellent Perſon above quoted ſpeaks 
of our abundant Lenity towards thera in the 
Reign of Queen ANNE,—that though we could 
expect no leſs from them than a ſecret Incling- 
tion to our Enemies at all Times, and pen Cam- 
bination with them, when it is ſeaſonable and 
fafe — yet — becauſe they hate us upon Prin- 
ciples, and MUST deſtroy us when they can 
we forgive and ſuffer them. A Moderation 
ſurely CHRISTIAN, 


Bur how great ſoever were our Lenity to- 


Wards them in hat Reign, I am very ſure it 


has not been diminiſhed ſince.— It is certain; and 
they have many of them acknowledged and ac- 
cepted it with Thankfulneſs ; they never met 
with a Treatment ſo mild, ſa gentle, ſo friend- 
ly, as in the PRESENT, And ſome of them 
have endeavoured, ſometimes, to recommend 
themſelves to us, by repreſenting their Tenets 
and Principles not ſo far from the Church of 
England, as formerly. 

I could wiſh thoſe of them, who ſpeak in this 
Manner, if they be indeed fincere in theſe Pro- 
feſlions ; would renounce the Authority of the 

D 2 Biſhop 
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